
GOD JUDGES.



But the serpent said to the woman, “You shall not surely die.”

genesis 3.4



the FALL

• Genesis 3

• The scene is God’s perfect garden, a place designed specifically for Adam 
and Eve to thrive

• The serpent only speaks twice, but that’s enough to mess up the balance of 
trust and obedience between man and his creator

• Satan challenges Eve to mistrust God’s word, by changing its meaning

• Eve fails to rebuke Satan, and instead entertains his lies

• Satan accuses God of lying, and tempts Adam and Eve based on their pride



the FALL

• Satan promises that they will be “like God.” What they forgot is that they 
already were.

• Eve believed Satan over God, chose pride over humility. Her sin was a sin of 
commission

• Adam stood in silence, and failed to lead his family in godliness - a sin of 
omission. Then he joined his wife in her sin of commission

• They hide from God, and each other

• God comes looking for Adam, holding him responsible, as the head of his 
family



what the OT says about SIN

• Sin is a relational breach

• Sin is a social matter, because 
shalom has been vandalized

• Sin is a covenantal rebellion 
against God and his authority

• Sin is a legal transgression that 
results in guilt that necessitates 
judgment

• Sin results in ritual uncleanness, 
pollution, and filth

• Sin includes emotional pain such 
as shame and disgrace

• Sin is spoken of as an 
accumulating burden, whereby 
sin is piled up from one 
generation to the next

• Sin is spoken of with the finality 
of death



what the NT says about SIN

• The most common NT word for sin is hamartia, which means wrongdoing, or 
missing the mark

• Another frequently used word is paraptoma, which means to trespass

• Sin is also described using the word, parabasis, meaning disobedience or 
transgression

• The NT often uses the word asebeias to speak of sin in terms of ungodliness 
or godlessness



where does sin originate?

• God is fully and continually all powerful

• God is altogether good, and there is no evil in him whatsoever

• Evil and sin really do exist

• Sinners are fully responsible for their sin

• James 1.13-14



sinful responses to sin

• There is propensity to minimize sin

• There is a delusional belief that my 
sin is different and therefore 
justified

• There is an error of rationalizing sin 
as acceptable because of 
extenuating circumstances

• There is blame shifting

• There is mere confession with no 
repentance

• There is diversion - I was just 
joking, etc.

• There is partial confession, where 
we tell only part of our sin

• There is “worldly grief” where we 
only regret the consequences of our 
sin

• There is victimization, where we 
appear helpless and unable to do 
otherwise because someone or 
something else is responsible.



how does GOD respond to sin?

• Genesis 3.15 - he starts with the first, most basic telling of the gospel

• Genesis 3.14-19 - he curses the parties involved as a consequence of their 
sin

• He then responds lovingly to Adam and Eve by clothing them

• Amazingly, God not only righteously judges us for the sin we commit, but he 
also chooses to fully bear the penalty for it in love for us.

• He offers forgiveness and grace and reconciliation, even though he is the 
offended party against whom we all have sinned

• We are more wicked than we ever feared, but more loved than we ever hoped



the proper response to sin is deep, full, true, 
broken, earnest, devoted, tearful, prayerful, 
thorough, and continual humble repentance.




