
GOD SAVES.



Jesus said... “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though 
he die, yet he shall live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never 
die.”

john 11.25, 26

Without resurrection, our faith is nothing - 1 Cor. 15.17
Without it there is no savior, no salvation, no forgiveness of sin, no hope of eternal life.
Without the resurrection, a few billion people on earth are foolishly gullible - their hope is the 
hope of silly fools who trust in a dead man to give them life
So the resurrection is profoundly significant, and worthy of our careful examination



RESURRECTION

• Is not revivification - where the dead are raised only to die again

• Doesn’t mean there is a second chance for salvation - like reincarnation or the 
teaching of purgatory

• Does not refer simply to life after death - the departing of the soul from the 
body

• It is the raising of a body and soul from the dead, to eternal life



biblical evidence for the RESURRECTION

• Jesus resurrection was prophesied in advance

• Jesus predicted his resurrection

• Jesus died

• Jesus was buried in a tomb that was easy to find

• Jesus appeared physically - not just spiritually - alive three days after his 
death

• Jesus’ resurrected body was the same as his pre-resurrection body

Isaiah 53:8-12 - 700 years before Jesus was born
Matthew 12:38-40
Before he died, he had a sleepless night of beatings, was scourged to within an inch of his 
life, was crucified, pronounced dead by a professional executioner, stabbed through the side 
with a spear, wrapped in linen and 100 lbs of spices, which, even if he survived the rest of it, 
would have killed him by asphyxiation
Isaiah 53:9 promises the rich man’s tomb - it was easy to find, everyone knew where he was 
buried, and if he was still there, the body would be simple to produce
People touched his hands, his feet, clung to him, etc.
People recognized him



biblical evidence for the RESURRECTION

• Jesus’ resurrection was recorded as Scripture shortly after it occurred

• Jesus’ resurrection was celebrated in the earliest church worship

• Jesus’ resurrection convinced his Jewish family to worship him as God

• Jesus’ resurrection was confimed by his most bitter enemies, such as Paul

Mark records in 14:53...etc “the high priest” without mentioning his name - assumed 
knowledge on the part of his readers. Caiaphas was only high priest until 37 - too short a 
time for a fully formed legend of resurrection to be started
I Cor 15:3-4 - possibly an early hymn or creedal recitation - it was the very center of the 
teachings of the first century Christians
Good jews wouldn’t have broken the first 2 commandments if they didn’t believe fully that 
Jesus was God
Paul was a devout pharisee who persecuted and killed Christians - until he met the risen 
savior and became the most dynamic defender and expander of the church



• Jesus’ disciples were transformed

• Jesus’ disciples remained loyal to him as their victorious messiah

• The disciples had exemplary character

• Worship changed

• Women discovered the empty tomb

• The entirety of early church preaching was centered on the historical fact 
of Jesus’ resurrection

circumstantial evidence for the RESURRECTION

Worship changed - from the Sabbath to the Lord’s Day - the object changed, from God to 
Christ



circumstantial evidence for the RESURRECTION

• Jesus’ tomb was not enshrined

• Christianity exploded on earth and a few billion people today claim to be 
Christians



the primary OBJECTIONS

• Jesus didn’t die on the cross, but merely swooned

• Jesus did not rise, and his body was stolen

• A twin brother, or look-alike died in Jesus’ place

• Jesus’ followers hallucinated the resurrection



Jesus didn’t die on the cross

• This is the claim of many, including the Muslim Koran

• For this to work:

• Jesus has to survive 36 hours in a stone sepulchre...

• ...after having been flogged and crucified

• ...with no food, no water, no medical care

• ...with 100 lbs. of spices on his body

• ...and then get up and roll away a stone it took 20 men to move



Jesus didn’t die on the cross

• ...without disturbing the Roman guard

• ...and convince his followers that he had vanquished death

• ...could hide himself effectively for 40 days, making occasional surprise 
appearances

• ...and then finally disappear without explanation

• Crucifixion is death by asphyxiation, and Roman soldiers believed him to be 
dead

• John 19.34-35



Jesus’ body was stolen

• For this to be true, a number of impossible things had to happen:

• All the guards positioned at the tomb have to fall asleep at the same time

• All the guards have to remain asleep while the seal on the tomb is broken, 
the stone is rolled away, and the body is hauled out of the tomb

• The body being stolen doesn’t remotely begin to explain all of Christ’s 
appearances over the next 40 days

• If the body had been truly stolen, couldn’t a large enough reward for its return 
have been offered that someone would have taken?



A twin brother or look-alike died in Jesus’ place

• Ludicrous

• No evidence whatsoever that anyone who looked like Jesus existed

• His mother was present at his crucifixion, and fully believed that it was her 
son dying there

• The physical wounds of crucifixion were visible on the body of the risen Jesus

• Additionally, the tomb was empty, and the burial clothes left behind



Jesus’ followers hallucinated the RESURRECTION

• This is the position of the Jesus Seminar

• This is unbelievable for 5 reasons:

• A hallucination is private, not public

• Hallucinations are generally restricted to individual times and places

• Certain types of people tend to be more prone to hallucination than 
others

• After 40 days, Jesus’ appearances suddenly stopped for everyone

• A hallucination is a projection of a pre-existing thought



the implications for your life

• If Jesus is resurrected, as he promised, then we can have confidence in his 
other promises

• We are united with Christ in his resurrection - Romans 6.5

• Through the resurrection, we have victory over sin and death - 1 Corinthians 
15.56-58

• Romans 4.25 tells us that the resurrection is the source of our justification - it 
is how we can be declared righteous



You cannot remain neutral regarding the 
resurrection.




